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Introduction 

ABOUT THIS BOOK 

W h o  is this book for? 
This book is for any advanced student of English but 
it is particularly relevant to people studying for the 
Cambridge Certificate in Advanced English (CAE) or 
the Certificate of Proficiency in English (CPE) 
exams. We assume that anybody using this book has 
a reasonable knowledge of and ability to use English, 
at least up to Cambridge First Certificate standard. 

W h a t  sort of grammar is in 
this book? 
This book covers the main areas of English grammar 
at advanced level and concentrates on areas you need 
to pass the exams. It looks, for example, at verb and 
noun structures, adverb and adjective structures, and 
ways of linking complex sentences and texts. It also 
provides information on style and register, for 
example whether some structures are more typical of 
written or spoken English. Although grammar and 
vocabulary are obviously important in al1 areas of the 
advanced exams, special attention is given to 
structures which are frequently tested in Paper 3 - 
Use of English. For example, modal verbs (see Units 
3 and 4) and relative clauses (see Unit i 1) have 
occurred in virtually every Paper 3 in the CPE exam 
in recent years. Some areas of grammar, such as 
relative clauses and determiners (see Unit 9), occur 
rnost frequently in the cloze test (see page 14 below), 
while modal Perfects are very common in sentence 
gapped sentences - the practice exercises in the book 
reflect this. Other areas of grammar, such as articles 
(see Unit 8), may cause you more difficulty in 
Paper 2 - Composition. Again, the practice exercises 
in the book reflect this. 

W h a t  sort of vocabulary is in 
this book? 
At advanced level, there is an enormous arnount of 
vocabulary to learn. No book can hope to cover it 
all. It is also much more difficult to predict 
vocabulary which will occur in the exams. This book 
focuses on areas of vocabulary that are useful in a 
wide range of situations, e.g. agreeing and 
disagreeing, frequency, problems and solutions, 
starting and ending, etc. Words that combine 

frequently with others are a particular focus. This 
involves a consideration of collocation (see Unit 1.6) 
as well as what grammatical structures we can use 
with certain words. 
Each Unit has two Sections dedicated to vocabulary, 
but there is also a lot of vocabulary in the Grammar 
Sections: groups of words often share similar 
grammatical patterns, e.g. verbs that are commonly 
followed by that-clauses or to-infinitive structures (see 
Unit 14.2), or verbs that are commonly followed by it 
+ clause (see Unit 12.2). The Sections often end with 
examples of common phrases and idioms which use 
the grammatical structures. vocabulary Sections 
complement the preceding Grammar Sections where 
possible, whilst others deal with separate topics. The 
Syllabus map (pages 6-9) shows this. 
Some of the grammar or vocabulary in the book 
may be formal or  used in limited contexts, though 
language that would normally be considered 
specialised, such as legal or technical jargon or  
academic or literary usage, is not included because it 
is not tested in the exams. 

How c a ~  I use this book? 
There are many different ways to use this book. 
You can use the Contents or Syllabus map to look 
up a particular area of grammar or vocabulary that 
you want to study. Or, you may want to study 
complete Units in the order in which they appear. 
Severa1 options are available to you. References 
within the Sections will point you in the direction 
of explanations of related areas of grammar or 
vocabulary in other Sections or Units. 

THE ENTRY TEST 

Each Unit begins with an Entry test. Each exercise 
in this test is related to one of the Grammar Sections 
within the Unit. If you have difficulties with an 
exercise, there is a cross-reference to the relevant 
Section which will provide al1 the explanation and 
practice you need. On the other hand, if you find the 
exercise easy, it may mean that you are perfectly 
competent in that area of grammar and you may 
wish to ignore that Section. 

THE OVERVIEW 

The Overview provides a summary of the grammar 
which students in advanced classes should already be 
familiar with. For example, with relative clauses (see 
Unit 11) you should already know about the 
differences between defining and non-defining 



relative clauses - these are summarised in the 
Overview. The Watch Out! boxes highlight areas that 
often continue to cause difficulty. If you have any 
difficulties with the points covered in the Overview, 
look at Grammar and Vocabularyfor First Certificate by 
Luke Prodromou (Longrnan). 

THE GRAMMAR SECTIONS 

Each Unit has between two and five Grammar 
Sections which deal with aspects of a particular area 
of grammar. These Sections contain explanations and 
descriptions with rnany of example sentences. The 
page ends with a short exercise so that you can 
check whether you have understood the main 
grammar points. 

PRACTICES 

Opposite is a page of related practice exercises. The 
first practice is always a straightfonvard test of 
understanding the main grammar points in the 
Section; the later practices are more complicated and 
reflect the leve1 and style of the advanced exams. 
These practices can be done in class or for 
homework. If you are doing them in class, you may 
want to discuss your answers with other students or 
with your teacher before checking the correct 
answers in the Key at the back of the book (in 'with 
Key' editions). Discussion helps everybody to 
understand and remember the main facts or issues. 

THE VOCABULARY SECTIONS 

Each Unit has two Vocabulary Sections. These deal 
with a particular area of vocabulary such as words 
connected with differences and similarities (see Unit 
7.4) or competing (see Unit 15.4). Lexical areas such 
as collocation, word formation, phrasal verbs, 
prepositions and idiomatic phrases are also covered, 
specifically in particular Sections and generally in 
other Vocabulary Sections. There are severa1 short 
Pre-practices within the explanations. The main 
Practice exercises contain much of the vocabulary 
presented in the explanations but also add other 
related items. 

' THE EXAM PRACTICES 

THE PROGRESS TESTS 

After Units 5, 10 and 15 there are Progress tests in 
CAE and CPE-exam format. They revise the 
grammar and vocabulary of the previous five Units 
together with any other previous Units. 

Will 1 pass Profciency if 1 do 
everything in this book  
One textbook is never enough to become fluent. 
We recommend that you read widely in English 
(books, magazines, newspapers.. .) as well as take 
every opportunity to listen to English (satellite 
television, film, radio.. .) and speak the language, so 
that you can use it naturally and easily. Everybody 
can learn a language (we have al1 already learned at 
least one!), but it takes time, patience and hard work. 

At the end of each Unit there is an Exam practice 
which revises the grammar and vocabulary in the 
whole Unit using CAE and CPE-type exercises. 
Each paper has the same score so that you can 
monitor your general progress as you work with 
different Units. 



ABOUT T H E  EXAMS 

What ZeveZ are CAE and CPE? 
CAE is an advanced exam at a leve1 between 
Cambridge First Certificate in English and CPE. It is 
recognised by many British Universities for English 
Language entry requirements at undergraduate level. 
CPE is more widely recognised for the same purpose 
as well as being a qualification in many countries to 
teach English. A pass at CPE is an indication that 
you should be able to follow lectures in English, 
write essays, understand the books you need to read, 
and contribute effectively in undergraduate seminars 
and classes. In other words, it is quite a high level. 
For both exams, grades A, B and C are passes. D is a 
narrow fail and E is a fail. 

Both exams consist of five papers. The first three 
papers are normally taken on the same day. Papers 4 
and 5 may be on different days within a week or two 
of the other papers. 

PAPER 1 

CPE - Reading Comprehension (1 hour) 
The first part, Section A, consists of twenty-five 
multiple choice vocabulary questions. The second 
part, Section B, consists of fifteen multiple choice 
comprehension questions on three texts. 
CAE - Reading (1 hour 15 mins) 
There are four texts followed by a total of 
approximately fifty matching and multiple choice 
questions. 

PAPER 2 

CPE - Composition (2 hours) 
You must complete two writing tasks of 350 words 
each out of a choice of five topics. These usually 
include a discussion of a topic, a description of 
something such as a festival or city, a story and a 
letter. You also have the option to write about one of 
three prescribed reading texts, usually novels. 
CAE - Writing (2 hours) 
You must complete two writing tasks usually 
including a letter, report, memo, infomation sheet, 
review, article, etc., but not a story. Section A is a 
compulsory task based on reading information with 
a maximum of 450 words. Section B consists of one 
task from a choice of four. 

PAPER 3 

This book concentrates on grammar and vocabulary 
needed for Paper 3, although this information is 
essential for al1 the other Papers in the exams. 
CPE - Use of English (2 hours) 
The first part of this paper, Section A, consists of 
four different grammar and vocabulary tasks based 
on a short text and sets of sentences. The second 
part, Section B, asks you to read a passage, answer a 
number of comprehension and vocabulary questions, 
and summarise a specified aspect of it. 
CAE - English in Use (1 hour 30 mins) 
This paper focuses on grammar, vocabulary and 
register, and includes tasks such as gap filling, proof 
reading and text completion. 

PAPER 4 

CPE - Listening Comprehension (approximately 
40 mins) 
CAE - Listening Comprehension (approximately 
45 mins) 
Both CAE and CPE consist of recordings of three or 
four different spoken situations, such as 
conversations, interviews, extracts from radio 
programmes, recorded telephone messages, etc., and 
a variety of matching, completion, and multiple 
choice tasks. 

PAPER 5 

CPE - Speaking (approximately 15 mins) 
CAE - Speaking (approximately 15 mins) 
This part of the exam consists of a conversation with 
an examiner. You are asked to talk about some 
photographs, give opinions and discuss some issues. 
The examiner will assess your pronunciation, fluency, 
range of vocabulary, grammatical accuracy and 
general ability to hold a natural conversation in 
English. CAE interviews are conducted in pairs - 
you will be asked to discuss things both with the 
examiner and the other candidate. 



What types of questions can we 
expect in CPE? 
PAPER 1 

Multiple choice 
In Section A, there are twenty-five multiple choice 
vocabulary items in a question like this example: 

In this section you rnust choose the word or phrase 
which best completes each sentence. On your 
answer sheet, indicate the letter A, B, C or D 
against the number of each item 1 to 25 for the 
word or phrase you choose. Give one answer only 
to each question. 

1 Even the tiniest . . . . . . . .  of dust can damage 
delicate electrical equiprnent. 
A piece B portion C shred D speck 

(Answer: 1 D) 

This question tests your knowledge of the different 
meanings of words, collocations, etc. 

PAPER 3 

Cloze test 
In Section A there is a short passage (under 200 
words) in which twenty words are missing. You must 
decide what the words are. Example: 

Fill each of the numbered blanks in the passage 
with one suitable word. 

THE HERRING GULL 

The herring gull's ability to eat almost (1)  . . . . . .  . . . . ,  
from fish to the young of its own kind, has made it 
one of the (2)  . . . . . . . . .  species in Britain to be 
actually thriving at this time. Its (3) . . . . . . . . . .  have 
multiplied in recent years because of the increasing 
(4) . . . . . . . . . .  of edible refuse which is a by-product 
of modern life. . . .  
(Answers: eat almost (1 ) anything from fish to.. 
one of the (2) few species.. . etc.) 

Words typically gapped include pronouns (including 
relative pronouns), articles, determiners and linking 
words such as however, but, such.. .that. It can also test 
collocation and prepositions. 

Sentence transformation 
In the second part of Section A, there are eight 
sentence transformations which ask you to rewrite a 
sentence using a different beginning. Example: 

that it is as similar as possible to the sentence 
printed before ¡t. 

(a) All the people I have contact with disapprove 

(Answer: None of the people I have contact with 
approve of the changes.) I 

Areas tested include conditionals, reported speech, 
inversion, changing verbs to nouns, etc. 

Gapped sentence 
Section A continues with six gapped sentences where 
severa1 words are rnissing in each gap. Example: 

Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word or phrase 

(a) You should . . . . .  that into account before you 
went and spent al1 your money. 

(Answer: You should haue taken that into account 
before you went and spent al1 your rnoney.) 

I 

Areas commonly tested in this question include 
moda1 verbs, conditionals and idiomatic phrases. 

Word transformation 
Section A ends with eight sentences which must be 
rewritten using a given word that cannot be changed 
in any way. Example: 

For each of the sentences below, write a new 
sentence as similar as possible in meaning to the 
original sentence, but using the word given. This 
word must not be altered in any way. 

(a) Nobody else in the country possesses his skills 
on the trurnpet. 
unmatched 

(Answer: His skills on the trumpet are unmatched by 
anybody else (or anyone else) in the country.) 

This question tests your knowledge of common 
phrases and changing verbs to nouns, etc. 



W h a t  types of questions can w e  
expect in CAE? 
The CAE has been revised from December 1999. In 
CAE, specific grammar and vocabulary questions are 
al1 in Paper 3 - English in Use. The Paper includes 
six Parts and a total of 80 questions. 

MULTIPLE CHOICE CLOZE 

This consists of a passage with fifteen gaps. For each 
gap you must choose one word from a choice of 
four. 

OPEN CLOZE 

The only exercise that is similar to CPE is the cloze 
test (a gapped passage). There are fifteen gaps in the 
CAE exam. 

ERROR CORRECTION 

A text about sixteen lines long is provided. Most lines 
have either an extra, unnecessary word which you 
must find, or a spelling or  punctuation mistake 
which you must correct. 

WORD FORMATION 

This new task is similar to FCE but the base words 
are more difficult and may involve more changes. 
There are two passages in which you are required to 
write the missing word in the correct part of speech 
using the word given. For example, transform 
becomes transformation. Remember to check whether 
you need to make a noun plural, an adjective 
negative, etc. There are fifteen gaps. 

INFORMATION TRANSFER 

This consists of a gapped text in which you are asked 
to rewrite information from another text in a 
different style or register. For example, you may have 
to fill the gaps in an informal letter with information 
taken from an advertisement. You must make any 
necessary changes in vocabulary and grammar so 
that the style is appropriate. There are thirteen gaps. 

W h a t  about the other exercises 
and papers in CAE and CPE? 
in addition to the above tasks, you will need to be 
able to recognise and use a wide range of grammar 
and vocabulary in order to: 

understand the reading passages in Paper 1 
write letters and compositions in the Paper 2 
answer the questions in Paper 3 Section B 
understand what is being said in the Paper 4 
understand and speak to the examiner and other 
candidates in Paper 5. 

The grammar and vocabulary in this book will be a 
great help. 

DISCOURSE CLOZE 

A text is provided from which various phrases have 
been omitted. From a list of these phrases, you are 
asked to put back the correct phrase in each gap. 
there are six gaps and three distractors. 



i Problem tenses 

Entry test  3 Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word 
or phrase. 

EXAMPLE: I have been writing this composition 
1 Finish each of the following sentences in such a 

al1 evening. way that it is as similar in meaning as possible to 
. . . . . . . . . .  the sentence ~ r i n ted  before it. a What doing with yourself over the last 

couple of days? EXAMPLE: I've never had to work al1 through the 
. . . . . . . . .  night before. b I to fix the engine al1 morning, but finally 

This is the$rst time I've had to work al1 through had to admit defeat. 
. . . . . . . . . .  the night. c Next summer, I living here for ten years. 

d He claimed . . . . . . . . .  meaning to tell me about it but 
a Most of us became salesmen when we left somehow forgot. , 

university. 
Most of us have .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b Our current manager started working here ten 
years ago. 
Our current manager has ........................................ 

c 1 haven't heard from Sarah for a couple of months. 
The last . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

d I used to find computers difficult before I started 
taking these lessons. 
Since . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e Michael Owen is the best player I've seen so far in 
this competition. 
I've yet .......................................................................... 

FOR PRESENT PERFECT, CEE SECTION 1. 

2 Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word 
or phrase. 

EXAMPLE: AS soon as he saw what had happened, 
he switched off the electricity. 

a When I started working for this company, I . . . . . . . . . .  
an architect for six years. 

b She'd . . . . . . . . . .  studying marine biology but she 
finally decided on geography. 

c They . . . . . . . . .  on the road for a mere five minutes 
when they had a puncture. 

d It's almost half past nine: I would think they . . . . . . . . . .  
got there by now. 

e My intention is . . . . . . . .  finished my studies by June. 

e I was . . . . . . .  asking her if she'd like to come to the 
races on Saturday. 

FOR CONTINUOUS TENSES. CEE SECTION 3. 

4 Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word 
or phrase. 

EXAMPLE: Look out! We're going to hit the car in 
front! 

a At this rate, we're . . . . . . . . . .  be exhausted by the time 
we finish. 

b The minute the train . . . . . . . . .  standstill, get on and 
try to find a seat. 

c By December, he'll . . . . . . . . . .  working there for 
eighteen months. 

d They claim to be virtually on . . . . . . . .  achieving 
everything they set out to do. 

e We were just about . . . . . . . . . .  the house when Sue 
called. 

FOR FUTURE FORMS, CEE SECTION 4. 

FOR FUTURE PERFECT, PAST PERFECT AND OTHER PERFECT 

FORMS, CEE SECTION 2. 



PROBLEM TENSES 4 
OVERVIEW 

1 USES OF PERFECT TENSES 

Present Perfed 
We use Present Perfect to talk abour things that 
took place: 

during a period that includes past and present: 
They've been waiting here for an hour. 
in the past, but we're not saying exactly when: 
Don't te11 me he's bought another new car! 
in the past with an effect or result in the present: 
1'm afraid I've forgotten my key. 
with the time adverb just meaning 'a short time 
ago' (American English uses Past Simple here): 
She's just gone out. 

Past Perfed 
We use Past Perfect to talk about thíngs that took 
place: 

before something else in the past (see Section 2.1): 
1 took the decision after 1 had spoken toJohn. 
during a period before an event in the past: 
Al1 day I'd been feeling nervous but thefeeling 
vanished as soon as 1 saw hev. 

Future Perfect 
We use Future Perfect to talk about: 

something that will be finished before a specified 
time in the future (see Section 2.2): 
1'11 have signed nearly a hundred letters by tonight. 

For, since, already, yet, still, often, etc. 

We often use Perfect tenses with these time words. 
Note important variations in their position: 
We still haven't heardfrom Olga. We'd still not 
heardfrom her by the time evening arrived. (= more 
formal) 1 haven't heard a convincing explanation of 
her absence yet. She's phoned already. Has she 
phoned already? She's already phoned. She hasn't 
already phoned, has she? 

2 USES OF CONTINUOUS TENSES 

We use Continuous tenses to talk about things: 
continuing over a period, and temporary. 
Continuous tenses show that we either view the 
event as incomplete, or that we don't know or 
don't need to say when it started or finished: 
We're studying Shakespeare at school at the moment. 
(= temporary activity during these weeks) 

It was raining when we left the building. (= we don't 
know or aren't interested in when the rain started 
or when it will finish) 
that are in the process of changing: 
WilliamS piano playing was improving every day. 
1 think 1'm getting moreforgetful as 1 grow older. 
With verbs that describe a short action, e.g. hit, 
knock, blink, the action is repeated rather than 
continuous: 
I've been ringing him al1 morning but he never seem to 
be in. 
We often use Past Continuous and Past Perfect 
Continuous to set the background to narrative 
events. Because it may not be clear when the 
activity begins or ends, they give the impression 
you are arriving in the middle of a scene: 
Jo had been working al1 morning and was now 
spending a happy halfhour doing nothing more taxing 
than staring into space. She was looking fonvard to 
her holiday in Scotland in afew days' time. 

3 EXPRESSING THE FUTURE 

English does not have one future tense. Instead, we 
use other tenses and moda1 verbs to refer to the 
future (see Section 4): 

This time next week we'll be sitting our exarns. 
(= we'll be in the middle of them) 
When you arrive, you are to go straight to the 
registration desk. 

We don't use Present Perfect when an exact past 
time is mentioned and there is no connection with 
the present: 

X-. 
J We went to London in 1997. 

ñut we can use the Present Perfect if the period 
mentioned includes the past and present: 
We've been here since half past six. 
1 haven't done much work today. 
1t's been raining for ages. 
We use Past Perfect for something that 
happened before something else. We can only 
use it with another Past tense: 
1 went tu see him because his wife had asked me to. 
We omit will in time clauses (see Sections 1.4 
and 4.2): 
X X .  
J 1'11 phone you as soon as we have arrived. 



SECTION 1 

Present Pe$ect 

Present Perfect often combines with other tenses in 
the same sentence. 

1 USES WlTH OTHER PRESENT TENSES 

We use Present Perfect with other Present tenses: 
with reporticomment verbs or phrases (guess, 
imagine, suppose, etc.): 
1 reckon Gloria's been held up in trafic. Do you 
suppose they've forgotten they're meant to be here? 
with the phrase This is / lt's / That7s thefirst / 
second /only, etc. time ... : 
This is theprst  time he's been late It's the only 
time I've ever really got angry with him. 
when an event is unusual or unique in your life 
(often with a superlative and ever or never): 
I've never met anybody who is so absent-minded. 

However, we commonly use a Past tense to refer to 
somebody who is dead: 

Princess Diana was the most extraordinary person I've 
ever read about. 
when commenting on the present results of 
something in the past (usually with appear, seem, 
sound, etc.): 
He sounds as $he has run al1 the way here. 
It seems they've already decided without consulting us. 

2 USES WlTH PAST TENSES 

We use Present Perfect with Past tenses: 
to describe states or events that have continued 
since a time in the past (with since, ever since, etc.): 
He's been a bit more careful since he had that warning. 
Ever since lfirst heard it I've been trying to find a 
recording of that song. 
to describe long-term or repeated feelings and 
thoughts about past events: 
I've often wondered why he decided to become a 
teacher. I've always felt we did the wrong thing when 
we took her on as an assistant. 

3 USE WlTH ANOTHER PRESENT PERFECT 

We use Present Perfect with another Present Perfect: 
to describe two states that have existed since a 
time in the past: 
Since I've known him, he's always worn the same 
sweater. 

4 USE WlTH FUTURE FORMS 

In time clauses (after when, as soon as, until, bejore, 
etc.) we don't use will, and so the Future Perfect will 
have done is not possible. In these cases we use the 
Present Perfect to refer to the future: 

We'll continue the meeting when he's recovered his 
composure. 

5 USE WlTH SlNCE AND YET 

Note the position and emphatic uses of since and yet: 
There was no news this morning but we've since 
learned that she's in Rome. 
1 haven't met anyone yet who can run asfast as him. , 
or: I've yet to meet anyone who . . . 

6 COMMON PHRASES 

They've made it! (= They've succeeded) I've had 
enough. (= I'm fed up. 1 don't want to do any more) 
You've had it! (= You're in trouble) That's torn it! 
(= You, we, etc. have done something that someone 
else will complain strongly about) Now you've done 
it! (= You've done something seriously wrong) 
SheS arrived. (= She's achieved fame, success, 
acceptance, etc. at 1st)  He's lost it. (= He's lost his 
patience or self-control) You've got me there! 
(= Good point: I've no idea what the solution is) 

3 Pnat's torn itl 1 

Correct these sentences. 

a It's the third time he missed a meeting. 
b As soon as he will finish, he's goin home. B 
c This is the best lasagne 1 ever have. 
d Since we've known each other, he always shows 

impecable manners. 
e Since I've met her, I've never seen her lose her 

temper. 



Fill each of the blanks with a 
suitable word or phrase. 

O Tick (J)  the sentences that are correct. Correct those that 
are not. 

a Do you think Vicky's always known the truth about us? 
b That's been the second time you've forgotten to post something 

for me. 
c 1 haven't seen Peter since he begins seeing his new girlfriend. 
d Ever since we met, you never asked me what 1 prefer to do. 
e in al1 my life, 1 &;ver spoke to someone who is quite 

so stupid. 
f 1 don't think Paul and Caro1 have seen much 

of each other of late. 
g This is the only occasion that I've seen him 

wearing a tie. 
h Since he's lived here, he was usually 

extremely friendly. 
i They'll join us after they'll get a bite to eat. 

j He says he hasn't yet come to a final 
decision. 

@ Fili each of the gaps in this passage with one suitable word. 

I've often ............ (1) that Stefan's success as a teacher is due to his 
eccentricity as much as his knowledge of the subject. From the first 
time he ever . . . . . . . . . . .  ( 2 )  into a classroom, students have always loved 
him. They've probably . . . . .  ( 3 )  met anybody who displays such an 
extraordinary mixture of enthusiasm and great personal warmth. It 
. . . . . . .  (4) also probably the first time they've . . . . . . . . . . .  (5) somebody 
who always wears a leather jacket and a scarf even at the height 
of summer. 

@ Fill each of the gaps in this passage with one suitable word. 

'When did you really begin to feel at home here?' Paul asked. 

'Oh, you've ............ (1 )  me there!' John replied. 'Let's just say you 
............ won't feel you truly belong until you've (2) out with your 

colleagues and then made it up severa1 times. Over the summer I've 

............ (3) it with al1 of them countless times, often over quite trivial 
t 

things. I've lost ............ (4) of the times I've said to myself - That's it! 

I've had ............ (5)! But 1 come back the next day, time after time. 

I've often ............ (6) why 1 do. As far as the boss goes, just wait until 

you make a major mistake. Your colleagues will go "Oooh, now you've 

............ (7) it!" or "Um, that's ............ (8) it!", and the boss comes in 

and just smiles at you. Then you'll know you've ............ (9) it. Then 

you'll definitely have ............ (1 0). 

Example: I'm not going to go out 
' 

again until the storm has blown 
over. 

a 1'11 phone him just as soon as 
. . . . . . . . . . .  typing al1 these letters. 

b 1 looked for that book everywhere 
. . .  but i'm afraid across it yet. 

............ c This isn't the first time he 
away from home. 

d i spoke to Sylvia last night: she 
. . . . . . . . . .  sounds had a hard time 

recently. 
e 1 went to the new pizzeria last 

night: it does the . . . . . . . . . . .  eaten. 
.......... f I've never understood what 

football so popular. 
g Since he got home from the camp, 

he . . . . . . . . . .  but sleep. 
. . . . . .  h i've yet over the shock of 

seeing her there. 
- e Finish each of the sentences in - 

such a way that it is as similar in 
meaning as possible to the sentence 
printed before it. 

Example: Make sure you finish this 
book before you start on the 
others. 
Don't start the other books until you 
have finished this one. 

a Nobody has seen Jo for over a 
month. 
JO was . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b Bergkamp's goal was the most 
extraordinary one 1 have ever seen. 
I've yet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

c No one has asked me that before. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  This is the first time 

d The journey to Paris took much 
longer before they built the 

' 

Channel Tunnel. 
Since the . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e ~ t ' s  almost a year since 1 stopped 
smoking. 
1 gave . . . . . . . . .  / ................................... 

f This café used to be a lot more 
popular before they opened the 
new one next door. 
Since .................................................. 



@ GRAMMAR 

Predicting SECTION 2 
Other Pefect forms 

1 PAST PERFECT 

Not always necessary 

Past Perfect emphasises that we are talking about a 
period before a time in the past. If the time sequence 
is clear (e.g. because we use after), both Past Simple 
and Past Perfect are possible. At other times Past 
Perfect is essential to understanding the sequence, 
and we ofien add already, as soon as, or until: 

1 got to work after Sirnon arrived / had arrived. 
When 1 arrived, they'd already started. (= they 
started before 1 arrived) When 1 arrived, they 
started. (= 1 arrived before they started) 

With definite time 

Unlike Present Perfect, we can use Past Perfect with 
a definite time reference: 

1 arrived at nine o'clock but he had got there at eight. 

With before 

There is one exception to the time sequence rules on 
Past Perfect. When we use before, the verb in Past 
Simple can refer to something that takes place before 
the verb in Past Perfect. The first action may prevent 
the second from happening: 

The waiter took rny plate away before I'dPnished 
ea ting. 
1 was blamedfor it before I'd even had a chance to 
defend rnyself: 

\ 

Unfulfilled plans 

We use Past Perfect with report verbs and with hope, 
intend, expect, etc. to talk about plans that have not 
yet been fulfilled. Had is usually stressed in speech 
with this use: 

1 had hoped to talk to hirn but he was too busy 
to listen. 
1 had thought ofphoning hirn but decided against it. 

2 FUTURE PERFECT 

With by 

We can ofien use Future Perfect with the preposition 
by or the phrase by the time meaning 'at some point 
before the time mentioned or indicated': 

1tS taking her so long to write that book that by the 
time she'sfinished it people will have forgotten the 
incident it's based on. 

We can also use will have done to say.what we think 
has probably happened: 

There's no point phoning: they'll have gone out. 
We can use should 1 ought to or rnay 1 rnight instead 
of will if there is some uncertainty about the 
prediction of present or future: 
1 should have finished making this cake by the time 
Sue comes horne. (= 1 think 1 will have, but I'm not 
sure. See Unit 4, Section 3.2 for moda1 Perfects) 

3 USES OF PERFECT INFlNlTlVES 

We use Perfect infinitives: 
after link verbs like seem and appear to refer to a 
previous time period (an ordinary to-infinitive will 
usually refer to the present or future): 
There seems to have been sorne sort of mistake. 
afier phrases expressing emotions and feelings: 
I'm sorry to have kept you waiting. 
She wasfelt not to have met the standards required. 

4 PERFECT -1NG FORMS 

When talking about results and time, we can use a 
Perfect -ing form to emphasise that one thing 
happens before another: 

1 didn't rernernber having met her before. Having 
finally grasped what 1 rneant, he got down to work. 

Perfect passives can sometimes be confusing 
because we use both be (= passive) and have 
(= Perfect) as auxiliaries: 
The refugees have been preventedfrorn entering the 
country. This picture is thought to have been painted 
by a pupil of Rernbrandt's. 

Which of the points in this Section do these 
examples illustrate? 
a 'How did you become a teacher?' 'I'd intended to 

be an actor, but things didn't work out.' 
b 1 turned on the computer, but before 1 had 1 - 

managed to log on there was a power cut. 
c Afier he told me what he wanted, we talked 

about the plans for the next day. 
d The exhibition will have finished by the time 1 get 

around to seeing it. 1 

e They appear to have accepted most of your terms. 



@ Match the beginnings (1-8) with a suitable ending (a-h). 

Example: O + i 
(O After I'd finished teaching 

earlier that morning) 
1 He told me that 
2 1 asked him 
3 He explained how a young 

man 
4 John had immediately 

assumed 
5 So, before the young man had 

had a chance to say anything 
6 John, who &as in a terrible 

hurry, then left the man to it, 
7 It wasn't until he returned ten 

minutes later 
8 He was actually a school 

inspector 

a and had come to ensure that 
the school was run efficiently. 

b he had made a terrible mistake. 
c that he wanted to enrol as a 

student. 
d had come to reception. 
e that the man was able to 

explain there had been a 
misunderstanding. 

f what had happened. 
g John had given him an 

application form. 
h wondering why he looked so 

puzzled. 
(i 1 found John standing outside 

my classroom.) 

Correct any sentences that are unacceptable. 
a By the time he is 50, he will live in this country for half his life. 
b It's a surprise party and they won't know anything about it until 

they got here. 
c They're probably planning a quiet evening together; 1 know they 

won't have guessed what we're doing. 
d The other seventy guests should be arrived before Mikis and Maria. 
e By the time we wi-K have finished, everybody will have eaten and 

drunk as much as they can. 

@ Cross out and correct eight errors in this extract from a 
composition. A ninth error has already been corrected. 

Dear S$= 
I h d r e c e n t l y  been on  a two-week holiday w i th  your company t o  the 
island o f  Thassos. 

I am sorry t o  bawxaidsay that  i t  was the  worst holiday I've ever 
had. Over the years I went  on  rnany holidays t o  Greece, a country I 
have n o w  come t o  know quite well. I think I can safely say that, unt i l  
this year, al1 o f  those holidays were wonderful. For exarnple I have 
once spent six weeks on  Crete, which I had not  visited before. I had 
loved that  holiday so much that  I returned every spring for the last 
four years. 

This year, however, was different. I honestly consider this t o  had 
_been the  worst holiday o f  my life. This is no t  the  fau l t  o f  Thassos: the 

fault  lies entirely w i th  your company whose inability t o  organise the  
simplest th ing is quite unbelievable. 

As b o t h  the outward and return flights have been delayed for  
several hours, there was nobody t o  meet us at  the airport or transfer 
us t o  our hotel, and when we eventually d id  reach the hotel, w e  
discovered it had been bui l t  over a mile f rom the beach. Reading 
your brochure carefully, w e  feel this was no t  what  we have expected. 

Finish each of the following 
sentences in such a way that it is 
as similar as possible to the 
sentence printed before it. 
Example: Don't use that milk until 

you've finished this carton. 
Make sure you'uefinished this 
carton before you use that milk. 

a I'm sure he will arrive before you 
get there. 
By the time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b 1 reckon the journey to Cornwall 
is over 200 miles. 
By the time we get ........................ 

c Afier keying that report, could 
you perhaps check this order for 
me? 
When that ..................................... 

d I'm sure Helen will have got 
there before everyone else. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Helen is 
e We will fax you further details 

on receipt of your completed 
application form. 

.............. ......................... Having .. 

@ Fill each of the blanks with a 
suitable word or phrase. 
Example: Al1 the best things will have 

gone if we don't get to the sale 
soon. 

a i was really happy when they 
announced . . . . . . . . . .  decided to get 
married. 

b She proceeded to fix the faulty 
wiring, having first . . . . . . . . . . . .  been 
switched off. 

c It wasn't until he mentioned the 
. . . . . . . . .  conference that 1 met 

before. 
d By next Christmas we ............ 

decorating the house. 
e He is planning . . . . . . . . . . .  completed 

al1 his coursework by next week. 
f it's six o'clock: i imagine they 

............ for the airport by now. 
g The suspect is believed . . . . . . . . . . .  

fled the country. 
h After he had lost his glasses, he 

. . . . . . . . . . .  but to buy another pair. 



SECTION 2 
Continuous forms 

1 USES OF PERFECT CONTINUOUS TENSES 

Like other Perfect tenses, Perfect Continuous tenses 
focus on a past period that leads up to a later one. 
Perfect Continuous tensq, as with other Continuous 
tenses, show that an event continues andlor is 
temporary: 

I've been meaning to te11 you about it since the 
weekend. Next October I ' l l  have been playing with 
this teamfor ten years. He'd been dnvingfor hours 
and he needed a rest. 
We use Past or Present Perfect Continuous to talk 
about something that is incomplete, just finishing 
or about to change. The Past and Present Perfect 
Simple can suggest the action is finished: 
I'd been stanng at  the computer screen al1 evening 
when a solution suddenly struck me. I've been reading 
'War and Peace' again. (= 1 may not have finished) 
I've read W a r  and Peace again. (= I've finished) 
The Continuous can emphasise the action; the 
Simple focuses on the result: 
W h a t  have you been doing? (= te11 me about your 
activities) W h a t  have you done? (= te11 me the 
result of your activities) 

The difference between choosing Continuous or 
Simple may only be a matter of emphasjsing that 
something is continuing and/or temporary: 
I've been waiting herefor over u n  hour. 
(= emphasising that 1 still am) 

2 USlNG PAST CONTINUOUS FOR PLANS 

We can use Past Continuous to talk about plans in 
the past: 

W e  were meeting at  8 o'clock and 1 was already late. 
We use was going to to talk about plans in the past 
that we still haven't carried out or that we no 
longer intend to carry out: 
1 was going to phone you but Iforgot, 
We can use 1 was thinking.. . to introduce vague 
future plans: 
Z was thinking ofgoing to London this weekend. 

3 USlNG PAST CONTINUOUS FOR POLITE 
REQUESTS 

We often use Past Continuous to introduce polite 
requests, suggestions or inquines so that they 

become more an invitation to discuss the subject 
than a demand for a yes o r  no answer: 

1 was thinking - would you mind swapping seats? 
1 was wondenng i f y o u  wanted to go out this evening. 
Were you lookingfor anything i n  particular? 

Note we can't use 1 was thlnklng with whether or If: 
X X  . . 

J 1 was thinking - would you like to come round to 
m y  place for coflee? 
Z was wondenng whether you'd like to come round 
to m y  placefor cofee? 

4 CONTINUOUS INFlNlTlVES 

Verb and other structures that can be followed by a 
to-infinitive can also be followed by a Continuous 
infinitive to emphasise that something is still 
continuing or is temporary: 

I tS  ridiculousfor him to be dnving in  central Athens 
at  his age. 
Severa1 cyclists are thought to have been taking drugs 
during the race. 

5 PERFECT CONTINUOUS PASSIVE 

The Perfect Continuous passive is very uncommon 
because it involves two forms of be: 

The  Botley Road has been being widened for the past 
s ix  weeks. 

Match the example sentences (1-5) with the 
explanations ( a e )  of the uses of the Continuous. 

i 1 was going to try to finish this this evening. 
2 1 was wondering whether you'd thought of going 

to see that new film? 
3 He was blinking rapidly in the unaccustomed 

sunlight. 
4 1 was thinking of meeting Suzette later. 
5 I've been thinking a lot recently about your idea. 

a repeated action 
b plans you no longer have or are no longer sure 

about 
c vague future plans 
d polite suggestion 
e emphasising the continuing activity 



@ Match the questions (1-8) with 
suitable answers (a-h). 

@ Tick ( J )  the correct sentence, a or b. 

Example: Which sentence would be said after one particular meal? 
a I've :aten too much. J b I've been eating too much 

1 Which sentence refers to a temporary 
situation? 
a That lamp sits on that table over the 
b You're sitting in my seat. 

2 Which activity is probably not completed? 
a I've been writing this essay al1 evening. 
b I've written to him asking for an ap 

3 Which is a gradual process? 
a The increase in traffic noise 1s becomin~ a real nuisance. - - -  

<7 

b John becomes President of Oxford Rotary Club in July. 
4 Which would you say when you look out of the window early 

one morning? 
a It's been raining. b It was raining. 

5 Which is a more certain plan? 
a 1 was thinking of spending the weekend at my sister's. 
b I'm planning to spend the weekend at my sister's. 

6 You saw a colleague waiting for a bus on your way to work. Which 
would you say to your other colleagues when you get to the office 
to explain why she was there? 
a She might have gone to see her dentist. 
b She might have been going to see her dentist. 

@ Tick ( J )  the most suitable inderlined verb. Sometimes both 
may be possible. The first has been done for you. 

1 don't normally go to the cinema. Not because 1 don't like it but 
because it's just a habit 1 have never got into. However, on this 
occasion 1 decided ( J )  / was decidins to go because my friends 
had been constantlv ~ o i n g  / had constantlv gone (1) on about this film 
al1 week and eventually wore me down. It starred / was starrinp (2) 

some ephemeral Hollywood actor whom 1 had vaguely heard of but 
couldn't put a face to. We got to the cinema early to find people 
were alreadv waiting / alreadv waited ( 3 )  outside which suggested that 
my friends weren't the only ones who thought it was worth seeing - 
although 1 could still think of severa1 other things 1 would rather 
havine been doing / & (4) at that moment. 
In the end, the film turned out / was turninv out ( 5 )  to be not half as 
bad as expected, though 1 would have preferred / would have been 
preferring (6) something with a bit more action. The plot centred on 
two men who were planning to carry out some immensely 
complicated robbery, though what they completelv failed to realise 1 
were com~letelv failing to realise ( 7 )  was that al1 the time their plans 
were beinv closely monitored / were closelv monitored (8) by the 
police. Somewhat unpredictably, however, they got away with it 
because thev changed / were changing c 9 )  their plans at the last 
minute. It was okay but I'm not thinkino / 1 don't think (10) of 
going again. 

1 Why didn't you call? 
2 When do you think they'll be 

here? 
3 Why did they look so hot and 

sweaty? 
4 Why couldn't we use the rooms? 
5 Why are they so exhausted? 
6 Why didn't the students respond? 2 
7 Why were they apprehended? 
8 What time are they setting off 

tomorrow? 

a They could be arriving at any 
moment. 

b 1 think they'd been working out in 
the gym. 

c They must have been doing 
something wrong. 

d 1 was going to, but 1 clean forgot. 
e They weren't listening. 
f Well, they hope to have been 

driving for five hours by 
lunchtime. 

g They were being cleaned. 
h They've been working al1 day up 

in the attic. 

@ Write a new sentence as similar 
as possible in meaning to the 
original sentence, but using the 
word given. 

Example: My original intention was 
to drive al1 the way going 
I was going t o  drive al1 the way. 

a It occurred to me that you might 
like to come round this evening. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  wondering 
b Our arguments over politics go 

back years. 
arguing ....................................... 

c My son has finally come to accept 
that there's no such thing as a free 
lunch. / 
dawning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... ... . . . . . . .  

d Who is the organiser of this event? 
running . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. .... . . . . . . . . . . .  ... 

e 1 think he's at last beginning to 
agree with me. 
round ......................... ... ........... 



GRAMMAR 

SECTION 4 
The future 

1 WAYS OF REFERRING(T0 THE FUTURE 

The following table summarises the different structures we use to talk about the future. 

Form Example Meaning 

will 1'11 just go and get my coat. = an immediate decision about what you 
are going to do 

will You'll be sick f you  eat more chocolate. = a general prediction 

be going to I'm going to stop in a minute. = a personal intention 

be going to Look out! We're going to hit the car infiont. = a prediction after looking at what is 
happening now 

Present Continuous We're going to the cap. Won't you join us? = fixed plans 1 arrangements 

Present Simple The coach leaves in ten minutes. = an unalterable arrangement or fact 

will + Continuous Don't phone too early because I'll be putting = an action that will be in progress some 
the baby to bed. time in the future 

will + Continuous We711 be working on this until the end of = an activity that will be happening 
the year. ' during a period in the future 

will + Continuous 1'12 gve your letter to him - 1'11 be seeing = an action that will happen because it is 
him later. regular or decided 

will + Perfect We711 have driven overfive hundred miles = an event that will be finished before a 
by the time we get there. specified time in the future 

will + Perfect We'll have been living herefor ten years = a state of affairs in progress for a 
Continuous next May. period up to a specified time in the future 

be + to-infinitive He is to be gven an award. = an official arrangement or order 
You're to stay here until you've apologsed. 

We use shall with I or we with the same meaning as 
will. However, it is becoming increasingly formal - 
its most common current use is in polite offers or to 
ask advice (see Unit 3 ,  Section 1.1): 
Shall 1 open the doorfor you? What shall we do now? 

2 WlLL IN TIME CLAUSES AND IF-CLAUSES 

We omit will in time clauses after when, as soon as, 
until, before, etc: 

I'm not going to speak to her until she's apologised. 
However, with conditional clauses (after $ unless, 
providing, etc.) we can use will, but only: 

when we want emphasis and will makes an intention 
or promise stronger: 
l fyou will insist on the best, then you must expect to pay 
morefor it. 
in polite requests - will means 'be willing to': 
Ifyou'll hold these bagsfor me, I can open the door. 

We use would instead of will in reported speech 
and conditionals: 
They promised they would work on it al1 weekend. 
Harry asked me f I  would help him out. - 

3 COMMON PHRASES 

I'm (just) about to go out. (= in a very short time) 
We were on the point of leaving when the be11 rang. 
We're due to meet in hayan hour. 

Match the examples with the meanings in the table. 

a Are you going to the match tomorrow? 
b Are you going to go out this evening or not? 
c My driving licence expires in 2030.  
d I've had enough. 1'11 finish this tomorrow. 
e We'll be sending you more details in the post. 



Fill each of the gaps in the following sentences 
with a suitable word o r  phrase. 

@ Tick (J) the most appropriate of the 
underlined words. 

a She looks very pale. 1 think 1 she's eoing to 
f a i y  

b 1 I'm g-oine to do that for you, if you like. 
c 1'11 be 1 I'm going to be a rocket scientist when 1 

grow up. 
d 'Somebody's at the door.' 'u / I'm eoinc to see 

who it is.' 
e 1 need to be home early today so 1 &/m 

leaving at 4.00. 
f We'll be in plenty of time providing the traffic 

is not 1 will not be too bad. 
g She asked if 1 would / be so kind as to give 

her a lift. 
h What sort of job do you think you will do / will be 

doine in a few years time? 
i By the time you get back, al1 the food will have 

/ will go. 

j The two Prime Ministers are to / shall discuss the 
current economic crisis. 

Fill each of the numbered gaps in this passage 
with one suitable word. 

'Re ember that by the terms of the contract you 
a r e 2  b t ( i )  to leave before midday,' the voice said. 

@ 'Yes. Yes, i know. i was (2) about to pack 
when you rang.' 

& 'Midday,' the voice repeated. 

. . . .  

#@ 
'1 know. As 1 said, 1 was on the (3) of leaving 

A - packing, then leaving.' 

. . . . . . .  'That is (4) you want to pay for another 
week,' the voice continued. 

@ 'NO. No, 1'11 (5) out by twelve.' i starnmered. 

'It does say very clearly on your door that al1 
guests are ... (6) vacate their rooms by midday,' 
the voice went on, quite unnecessarily, 1 thought. 

. . . . . . . .  'Look. I've told you,' 1 shouted, '1'11 have (7) 
. . . . .  before the clock strikes twelve! I'm (8) in less 

than fifieen minutes. The flies, ants and 
. . . . .  cockroaches will soon (9) partying in a 

punctually vacated apartment. Have no fear.' 

remember that the new occupants 
.. (10) in at ...' 

'1 know! Midday!' 1 screamed, and threw down the @ phone. 

Example: 1 was just about to  have a cup of coffee when 
Sue called. 

a He was . . . . .  resigning when the news of his 
promotion came through. 

b Our builder told me he . . . . .  best to get the 
materials as soon as he could. 

c 1 think we'd better leave this restaurant as soon 
. . . . . . . . . . .  the bill. 

d If that little boy carries on like that, he ........... 
accident before long. 

ie By the time 1 qualify, 1 . . . . . . . . . . . .  law for six years. 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  f Our company is over by a multi-national. 

@ A word is missing from most of the numbered 
pairs of lines in the passage. Mark the place with a 
line /, and write the missing word on the right. If 
a pair of lines does not need a word added, put a 
tick (J). The first two have been done for you. 

Despite al1 the lessons we have learned 
from history, . . . . . . .  J 
it is difficult to conceive what people are 
likely /be doing ........ to  

1 a hundred years/Row. During this century, 
so many changes have ........ 

2 taken place that any idea as to what new 
invention is about become ........ 

3 an integral part of our lives has 
become more of a guessing game ........ 

4 than ever. For a start, in ten 
years' time, today's ........ 

5 innovations will probably have 
out of date. ........ 

6 There little doubt that many of our 
habitual, taken-for-granted ........ 

7 activities such as shopping and going to 
school will disappeared by ........ 

8 the year 2100, largely due to the growth 
of electronic media. But what ........ 

9 we have little idea about is how this affect 
our personal relationships. ........ 

10 Or rather, not ours as this will be long after 
we lefi this earth. What ........ 

11 concerns us is how our great-great- 
........ !grandchildren/b 

Ú' living. 12 Will people sti talking to each other face 
to face, or ........ 

13 only via computers? Will they still be able 
to find a friendly shoulder ........ 

14 to cry on when they feeling low? In the 
long run, who knows? ........ 

25 



Unit one 
............................. 

SECTION 5 
Stative verbs 

1 NOT NORMALLY USED IN THE CONTINUOUS 

Some verbs are not normally used in the 
Continuous. They describe states that stay the same 
rather than actions or events that change. The most 
common stative verb is be. Others include: 

emotional states (e.g. love, doubt, care), and senses 
(e.g. smell): 
I only want to ask you a simple question. 
Do you prefer to travel by bus or by train? 
mental processes (e.g. bclicve, fecl, remember): . . Do you realise /- what thcy're doing? 

suspect /- we're not making as much 
profit as w e  should. I understand /- 

cverything you're saying. 
verbs that describe a sense of permanence because 
they are not actions: 
How many cars does /+S yourfamily own / ewrptlsa' 
I think what  w e  need /+m-wehgfor  the trip 
depends / t+&pdmg on the weather. W h o  ff / does 
this book kkmgq / belong to? This dress fits / 
ts+hq me pefcctly. W h a t  &/does that lorry 

. . 
ízmkwwg / contain? 
We use can or could with see, hear, taste, smell, 
understand and remember to describe what is or was 
happening at the time: 
ThatS strangc: I couldn't smell anything burning 
when I went to bed last night. 

.............................................................................................................. .... 
i Tick (J )  the verbs underlined below if they are 

stative. 
a The summary included al1 the main points 

contained in the article. 
b In my opinion she deserves al1 the criticism 

she gets. 
c I prefer to use my old computer at home to 

the ones at work. 

2 WHEN STATIVE VERBS CAN BE USED IN THE 
CONTINUOUS 

We can use some stative verbs in the Continuous: 

when they have an active meaning: 
I'm tasting this to see if there is enough salt. 
She's being rather obstinate at  the moment. 
when they emphasise change or development: 
More schools b i l l  be including Shakespeare on their 
syllabuses. 
Sometimes using Simple or Continuous involves a 
change in meaning: 
17m thinking about going to sec Hamlet. (= trying to 
reach a decision) I think ShakespeareS brilliant. 
(= my opinion) 
~~m seeing her later. ( = 1 have an appointment) 
I see what you're on about. (= 1 understand) 

We use verbs that refer to physical feelings (e.g. 
hurt,  ache,feel) in the Simple or Continuous with 
little or no difference of meaning: 
M y  head aches / is aching. How are you feeling / do 
you feel now? 

2 Tick (J )  if the verb forms in these sentences are 
acceptable: 

a 1 think I'm now recognising the extent of the task - 
we have taken on. 

b Shakespeare's plays are involving a relatively 
small number of female parts. 

A small group of verbs with meanings related to 
mental activity, e.g. admit,  agree, deny, promise, etc., 
act like stative verbs. We don't use them in the 
Continuous except for emphasis. 
Are you actually denying that you took my  pen? 

I 

@ In the following pairs of sentences decide if 
one or both are acceptable. Tick (J )  those that 
are and put a cross (8) by those that are not. 

Example: I'm owning over 200 CDs. 8 
1 own over 200 CDs. J 

1 a i'm not liking ice-cream. 
b i don't like ice-cream. 

2 a The verdict depends on whether the jury 
believed the key witness. 

b The verdict is depending on whether the jury 
believed the key witness. 



STATIVE VERBS 

3 a 1 can see somebody moving in the trees over 
there. 

b 1 keep seeing somebody moving in the trees 
over there. 

4 a He is believing that aliens kidnapped his daughter. 
b He believes that aliens kidnapped his daughter. 

5 a She has a baby boy. 
b She's having a baby boy. 

6 a Are you still feeling sick? 
b Do you still feel sick? 

7 a I've been thinking about you for some time. 
b 1 think about you al1 the time. 

8 a This box is containing al1 the relevant documents. 
b This box contains al1 the relevant documents. 

9 a He's an idiot. 
b He's being an idiot. 

10 a Understanding how to use the computer is 
essential in this job. 

b i understand how to use computers and so i can 
do this job. 

Decide whether the underlined verbs are in the 
best tense. Tick (J )  those that are acceptable and 
correct those that are not. 

Topic: Describe someone you like or dislike 

1 don't like to admit to disliking anyone, but 1 have to 
confess that there is one of my classmates who 1 m 
particularly disliking ( 1 ) .  We have studied (2)  together in 
the same class for the last few years and 1 (3) to feel 
that 1 have been having (4) enough. It's not that he is an 
unpleasant person, in fact in other circumstances 1 
feelmg (5) sure that we would get on fine. It is ]ust that 
when you have sat (6) next to someone for so long in 
such an artificial environment as a classroom, you find (7) 
that the smallest thing can start to get on your nerves. 1 
thought (8) about this only the other day after the person 
in question - let us cal1 him George, though that is not 
his real name - had been trying (9)  to help me with an 
exercise in our text book. 1 (10) immediately 
that he really wasn't knowing (1 1)  what he (12) 
about. This was not a probIem but what annoved (13) me 
was the fact that he refused (14) to listen to my 
explanations. The exercise was consistinq (15) of reading 
a text and answering questions on it and 1 am not 
thinking (1 6)  that he had (1 7) the text. 1 
didn't know what to say. 1 was going to te11 (18) him 
to stop being so stupid but that would have been 
sounding (19) rude. So in the end 1 lust sat (20) and 
said nothing. 

For each of the following sentences, write a 
new sentence as similar as possible in meaning to 
the original sentence but using the word given. 
This word must not be altered in any way. 

Example: 1 may go  to work overseas. 
thinking I'm thinking of going t o  work 
ouerseas. 

a 1 was wondering whether to ask Richard to help 
me out. 
suppose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b Reading between the lines, 1 think the 
honeymooners are enjoying themselves. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  sounds 
c 1 can't possibly finish this work without your help. 

depending . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

d The new receptionist certainly has plenty of 
confidente. 
lack . . . . .  ' :.. . . . . . . . .  ....,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e My young niece was always tired because she was 
found to be without enough iron. 
lacking ' . . . .  . . .  ....................... 

@ Tick (J )  the word or phrase that best 
completes each sentence. 

1 After so many years, it is great to see him C...... 
his ambitions. 
a get b realise c possess d deserve 

2 The review committee . . . . . .  three practising 
lawyers and a retired businessman. 
a consists b comprises c is made up 
d encloses 

3 Don't worry: this is nothing that you. 
a matters b entails c concerns d complicates 

4 As always, i am . . .  with everything you say. 
a agree b agreeing c agreeable 
d in agreement 

5 i . . . . .  doubt whether he will actually carry out 
his threats. 
a highly b deeply c absolutely d seriously 

6 It may be raining, but I'm . . .  enjoying myself. 
a thoroughly b highly c extremely 
d desperately 

7 1 . . . . . .  hope there won't be a repetition of these 
unfortunate events. 
a deeply b strongly c sincerely d thoroughly 

8 That voice sounds . . . . . .  : I'm sure 1 know her. 
a known b usual c familiar d remembered 

9 He finally got the reward he so richly . . . .  

a owes b earns c deserves d justifies 
10 What happens next . . .  entirely on you. 9 

a depends b revolves c trusts d relies 



SECTION 6 
Collocution: un introduction 

1 WHAT IS COLLOCATION? 

Words that occur together frequently 'collocate'. 
Words that don't collocate never occur together. If we 
try, they sound unnatural and wrong: 
X TmKPpeettPfhcwdPtrtstePfmat.eP (= they don't 

collocate) 
d Timepies  /goes by/wears on /pusses. (= they collocate) 

There are no rules we can use to learn collocations. 
There is often no logical reason why some words 
are possible and others are not: 
W e  can talk'about an academic year. (but not 

-) Discussions can be productive or 
fruitful. (but notpdq%) 
We learn a collocation by discovering it, learning it 
and using it - in the same way as other vocabulary 

2 FlXED COLLOCATIONS 

In 'fixed' collocations, particular words occur 
together, and the cornbination has a special meaning. 
Other words are not possible and so we can learn 
these compounds and common phrases as a 
combination of words. We can also think of idiomatic 
expressions and dependent prepositions as types of 
collocation: 

I had to go on a crash course to learn Spanish. The  
children arrived safe and sound. M y  boss usually 
arrives at  8 o'clock on the dot. I'll be back in a flash. 
We can sometimes choose between fixed 
collocations that mean the same thing: 
She was back in a flash or: She was back (as) quick as 
a flash. 
Fixed collocations can be changed by using different 
grammatical forms or making additions: 
You're i n  danger of pricing yourself out of the property 
market. I want  you back here on the precise dot of 
eleven. Will  they honour their election pledges? 

1 Circle the only word that completes the fixed 
collocation in this sentence. 
Please arrive in .. . .  time for the meeting. 
a fine b great c best d good 

3 OPEN COLLOCATIONS 

In 'open' collocations, we can choose from a limited 
set of words to combine with another word. We need 
a full understanding of the meanings of individual 

words, but there is often no loigicalreason why some 
words collocate and others don't: 

W e  can talk about afragile peace, or an uneasy 
peace. (but not -or 

++-+=e) 
Sometimes choosing which collocation to use 
depends on the position of the word in the 
sentence: 
W e  muy  agree unconditionally, but we don't normally 

..................... .. ......... ........................................................................... . ...... 
2 Circle any words we can combine with timing in 

this sentence: 
The  police arrived wi th  . . . timing just as the gang were 
leaving the bank. 
a best b perfect c immaculate d total e exquisite 

4 GRAMMATICAL FORMS 

adjective + noun: I remember m y  formative years. 
adverb + adjective: I 'm hopelessly addicted to coflee. 
noun + noun: The government have just unveiled 
their policy review. 
verb + noun: W e  will honour our pledge to reduce 
unemployment. 
dependent preposition: Personally, I think they 
should be ashamed of themselves. 
part of a longer phrase: It's always interesting to 
delve into the past. 

3 Circle the word which fills the gap. 
1 People were . . . . . . . . .  . moved by the photographs in 

the newspapers. 
a genuinely b totally c earnestly d lovingly 

2 Nothing you say will make a ...... . . . .  of difference 
to my decision. 
a fragrnent b scrap c gram d grain 

3 Paul is a real introvert in contrast .... .. . his 
brother Andrew. 
a with b by c to d against 

O Underline the words (a or b) that collocate in 
these sentences. 

1 There's a time .... . for completing this task. 
a barrier b limit 

2 Wine growers in Bordeaux recorded a .... . harvest 
this year. 
a bumper b boom 



3 I'd better you on the latest developments. 
a update b acquaint 

4 1 recall learning about such things in the . .  and 
distant past. 
a dark b dim 

5 1989 was a . year for Europe. 
a monumental b momentous 

6 They al1 . watches before setting off in different 
directions. 
a standardised b synchronised 

7 1 ... agree with everything you said. 
a whole-heartedly b unconditionally 

8 I'm satisfied . . . .  your progress so far. 
a for b with 

9 1 think her performance was . . . affected by the 
behaviour of the crowd. 
a adversely b wrongly 

10 I'm . committed to the idea of equality of 
opportunity. 
a lovingly b passionately 

e Put  one of the following words in  each of the 
sentences below. 

next time-consuming matter surely 
twinkling nick immemorial kill 
long-standing time 

1 Let's leave it at that for the . being and 
continue tomorrow. 

2 Slowly but . the band is becoming more and 
more popular. 

3 In the . . . . .  ... of an eye the swindler had vanished, 
never to ,return. 

1 
4 In . ... to no  time they had become the best of 

friends. 
5 The Whittington family have lived there since 

time . . 
6 1 arrived in the . . . . . . . . . .  of time to prevent a 

potential disastet 
7 1 wandered around the city centre to . . . . . .  . . .  time 

before my appointment. 
8 Cooking good French food can be a very .......... 

job. 
9 They had a . .. . agreement to keep each other 

fully informed of developments. 
10 In a . of minutes the whole building had 

been razed to the ground. 

@ In the following text, circle the underlined 
word that collocates with those around it. 

horizon, stopwatch in hand, waiting for the return of 
a pigeon to the loft at the University Field Station in 
Wytham. The research is devoted / allocated (3) to 
understanding the clues that pigeons use to enable 
them to navigate around their home / 
territorv (4). The experiments involve releasin3 / 
disch,arging (5) pigeons from a variety of sites up to 
35 kilometres away, and measuring how long it takes 
them to / YO home (6) under different 
conditions. They are not studying the pigeon for 
what it's traditionally famed / for (7), which is its 
navigation abilities from unfamiliar areas. Rather, it 
seems there is a huge / gg (8) between what 
we know about birds and other large vertebrates 
migrating over very long distances, and what we 
know about how rats and birds get their bearin~s / 
positions (9) in small areas. It seems we do not know 
much about what most anirnals fiJ / s k  (1 0) their 
time with - that is, finding their direction / wav (1 1) 
around their familiar area in relation to each other 
and to home. 

Underline the word or  phrase that best 
completes each sentence. 

1 The team won the championship four years 
, , , , , . . . . . . . 
a running b passing c following d rotating 

2 1 still see rny old classmates now and -. 

a occasionally b then c sometimes d here 
3 My watch seerns to be . .  . . . . . .  severa1 minutes a 

day. 
a fonvarding b gaining c progressing 
d moving on 

4 I'm afraid I'm really . . . . . . . .  . for time at the 
moment. 
a hurried b short c pulled d pressed 

5 This iniquitous system of taxation is unlikely to 
change in the . . . .  .. .. future. 
a far b close c predictable d foreseeable 

6 The music increases in ........... towards the end of 
the movement. 
a tempo b time c rhythm d beat 

7 He was wounded in the ... . . . .  . . . .  stages of the 
battle. 
a closing b middle c intermediate d end 

8 The performance will start . . . . .  on six. 
a exactly b punctually c dead d just 

For the past eight years or so, Lecturer in Zoology 
Tim Guilford and his colleagues have spent / used (1) 
a lot of time anxiously scrutinisinp / scanning (2) the 



Exam practice 1 
............................................ 

1 Finich each of the sentencec in cuch a way that 
it is as similar in meaning as possible to the 
sentence before it. 

a It'c only after a few weekc that you begin to feel 
at horne here. 
You won't . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b He's alrnoct certain to leave before we do. 
By the time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

c Lucas wac lact heard of a week ago. 
Nobody . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. ..... . . . . .  

d Theo ic the rnoct infuriating percon I've ever 
' 

rnet. 
I've yet . .  : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e Never before have I seen Anita with her hair in 
such a rness. 
Thic ic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

f Thic type of car used to cell very well before 
the more rnodern 306  was produced. 
Since . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

g It appearc that they sent uc the wrong 
inforrnation. 
They . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .... ..... .  

h It seernc we rnade a rnistake. 
We . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

i The Precident clearly felt the rninisterc he 
sacked had not acted cwiftly enough. 
The rninisters sacked . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

j I'rn glad I got out of there: it was hell. 
I'rn glad to .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .... ............................ 

2 Fill each of the blanks with a suitable word or 
p hrase. 

a Our train . . . . . . . . . . . .  if we don't get to the station 
soon. 

b By next rnonth we . . . . .  paying for the car. 
c He is thought . . . . . . . .  deeply depressed at the 

time, but recovered later. 
d As soon as he carne through the door, he 

realised . . . . . . . . . . . .  to the wrong roorn. 
e This isn't the first time people . . . . . . . . . . . .  aback by 

his behaviour. 

3 Fi11 each of the nurnbered blanks with one 
cuitable word. 

Many townc and citiec around the world 
. . . . . . . . . . .  (1 ) up a particular image or memory as 

coon as they . . . . . . . . . . . .  (2) rnentioned, whether it is 
due to a catactrophic earthquake that chattered it, 
an aeroplane that carne down juct outcide it, or a 
rnadrnan with a gun . . . . . . . . . . . .  (3) arnok through the 
streetc in the dirn and . . . . . . . . . . . .  (4) past. 
Glactonbury ic now ectabliched as . . . . . . . . . . . .  (5) to 
thic group. 'Have you been to Glactonbury?' will 
rarely be a query as to whether you have 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  (6) pacced through the town on your 
travels. Alrnoct certainly it will be a reference to 
the twenty-odd-year-old Festival of Music whose 
horne it ic. What is . . . . . . . . . .  (7) in the media as 'an 
instant town the size of Oxford' appearc there for 
three dayc in late June and . . . . . . . . . .  (8) inhabited 
by around 100,000 people, rnoct of whorn will 
have . . . . . . . . . . .  (9) up to £1 00 a ticket for the 
privilege. 
In the last year or so, a cornetimec quite heated 
argurnent has . . . . . . . . . . .  (10) out along the linec of 
'Are you too old for Glactonbury?' As we rnilled 
yecterday arnongst the crowdc, opinion seerned 
evenly divided. Never . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 1) been to cuch a 
festival before, 1 7-year-old Nathalie Worsnip failed 
to see why 40-sornethings who . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 2) had 
their day should spoil things for people like her 
who . . . . . . . . . .  (1 3) going to Glastonbury for the first 
time. She suspected the forrner would be 
' . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 4) like rnad for rniddle-aged has-beens' 
and ignore up-and-corning young bands who had 
. . . . . . . . . . .  (1 5) to break into the big time. On the 
other hand, reforrned hippie and university lecturer, 
David Stone, pointed out that it was his generation 
who had . . . . . . . .  (1  6) Glastonbury on the rnap. 
There had . . . . . . . . .  (1 7) nothing like it before, and 
he failed to see why they could not follow through 
what they had . . . . . . . . .  (1 8) in the late seventies. 
The Festival's future and its ethos seern uncertain. 
Will grandfathers still . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 9) attending in 
ten years' time, or will they . . . . . . . . . . . .  (20) been 
banned in the interests of today's (and 
tornorrow's!) rnusic? 

€!m-- 



E X A M  PRACTICE 1 

4 Circle a letter A, B, C or D that best fills each numbered gap. 

As time . . . . . . . . . . . .  ( l ) ,  the power of newspapers seems to be on the . . . . . . . . . . . .  (2).  This is 
odd because in the relatively . . . . . . . .  . . .  (3) past people were predicting that the influence 
of the written word would diminish in . . . . . . .  . (4) proportion to the rate of increase of 
the spoken word and moving image through TV and video. The Internet, cable and 
satellite television, Teletext and multi-media computers in . . . . . . . . . . .  (5) other home should 
surely have . . . . . .  . .  . (6) for newspapers by now, particularly alongside a perceptible 
resurgence in the audiences for news-carrying radio stations. How have these organs 
survived, let alone . . . . . . . . . . . .  ( 7 ) ,  particularly on a Sunday? Why do people who have 
seen a football or tennis . . .  . . . . . . .  (8) live or on the small screen rush the next day to 
read a . . . . . .  . . . . .  (9) version of it in four or five columns which surely cannot mean more 
to the reader than that self-same viewer of the previous afternoon or evening? Why 
would anyone who has seen a film and formed a . .  . . (1 0) irnpression of it the 
following day read a review of the . . . .  . . .  . (1 1 ) film in a newspaper? To see if s/he is 
right? Isn't that what friends are for? Don't we have colleagues for just that purpose - 
to see if our ideas on any . . . . . . . . . . . .  ( 1  2) song, film or programme tally with others'? 
What is this product that . . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 3) of not much more than outrageous headlines, 
wayward comment, subjective editorials and hyperbolic sports pages still doing in our 
lives? It seems for the time . . . . . . . . . . . .  (1 4) to be leading a charmed life. When it finally 
goes, though, many may come to mourn its . . .  . . . . .  (1 5). 

1 A flies B passes C goes D drags 
2 A increase B rice C expansion D build 
3 A latest B distant C immediate D recent 
4 A exact B direct C precise D equal 
5 A al1 B any C every D one 
6 A done B gone C stood D set 
7 A flourished B bloomed C flowered D rooted 
8 A game B set C match D meeting 
9 A curtailed B cut C reduced D potted 

10  A vivid B coloured C bright D direct 
1 1 A above-mentioned B aforesaid C latter D previous 
12 A given B taken C subjected D written 
13 A comprises B contains C consists D informs 
14  A out B being C given D present 
15 A perishing B dying C falling D passing 



I Passives 

Entry test  
1 Finish each of the following sentences in such a 

way that it is as similar as possible to the 
sentence before it. 

a The car cornpletely destroyed rny rnotorbike. 
My rnotorbike . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b Second prize was awarded to an unknown author 
from Patras. 
An unknown author frorn Patras . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

c The judge refused hirn permission to appeal 
against the decision. 
H e . . . . . . . .  :. . . . . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

d Blur have earned several rnillion pounds frorn their 
new alburn. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Blur's new alburn 
e They suggested we try a new rnethod of checking 

how much we were spending. 
We . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .. ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

FOR OBJECTS AND AGENTS WlTH THE PACSIVE. SEE SECTION l .  

2 Fill in each of the blanks with a suitable word 
or phrase. 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  a My proposals were rejected and I was 
back down. 

b I think he needs . . . . .  told to keep his nose 
clean. 

c The problern was . . . . . . . .  been told where the fire 
escapes were. 

d His son is believed . . . . . . . . . . .  kidnapped by 
separatist guerrillas. 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  e Under the old proposals, candidates were 
been given an extra 15  minutes to complete their 
papers. 

3 Fill the blanks with a suitable word or phrase. 

a The video rnachine is behaving strangely but we're 
fixed next week. 

. . . . . . . . .  b The lights keep flickering: we rnust to look 
at the wiring for us. 

c lan's not the easiest person to get on with; that's 
sornething you'll have . . . . . .  to. 

. . . . . . . . . . .  d I car broken into the other day and the 
radio stolen. 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  e Elderly people can get in by conrnen going 
from house to house. 

FOR STRUCTURES WlTH GET AND HAVE, CEE SECTION 3. 

4 Finish each of the following sentences in such a 
way that it is as similar as possible to the 
sentence before it. 

a Leaving that dress in the sun has made it fade. 
That dress . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

b We watched the rnen sail the boat into the 
harbour. 
We watched the boat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .... ..... . . . . . . . . . . . .  

c I dropped the glass and cracked it. 
The glass cracked . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

d I added flour to the sauce and thickened it. 
The sauce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

e They're selling a lot of copies of that new single. 
That new single . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

FOR TRANSITIVE TO INTRANSITIVE WITHOUT USlNG THE PACSIVE, 
SEE SECTION 4. 

FOR INFlNlTlVES AND -ING FORM PASSIVES. SEE SECTION 2. 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































